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13-YEAR-OLD DEBUT AUTHOR JAKE MARCIONETTE PENS HUMOROUS
MIDDLE GRADE NOVEL, PERFECT FOR RELUCTANT BOY READERS
ADVANCE PRAISE FOR JUST JAKE
“Jake’s youthful exuberance shines through and keeps the story speeding ahead.”
– Publishers Weekly
“Aimed directly at fans of series like Diary of a Wimpy Kid…Jake’s first-person narrative looks and
feels like a sixth-grader’s real-time memoir, complete with water stains, doodles and examples of
Jake’s signature Kid Cards…An eye-catching read.”
– Kirkus Reviews

JUST JAKE
By Jake Marcionette
Penguin Young Reader Group is thrilled to
publish 13-year-old Jake Marcionette’s debut
novel for middle grade readers, JUST JAKE (on
sale February 4, 2014; Grosset & Dunlap; Ages
8-12; 160 pages; $11.99). This based-on-true-life
story was written and contracted when
Marcionette was only twelve. The author felt
there were too few books available that
effectively hooked young boy readers, so he
created his own. Marcionette brings his authentic
voice and humor to each page where they are
sure to resonate with young readers.

JUST JAKE introduces readers to sixth-grader Jake Ali Mathews whose life is turned upside down
when his family moves from Florida to Maryland. Jake has to adapt to a new school and make friends
while staying under the radar of the school bully. Jake has always profiled the kids at school using his
hand-made “Kid Cards,” so when he arrives at his new school, Jake starts building a new collection.
But what happens when the school bully decides Jake is next in line for annihilation and his Kid Cards
get into the wrong hands? Jake may have to stand up to his bully after all.
*Over*

JUST JAKE is a full-color novel filled with fun illustrations and photos that make the book look like
Jake’s journal or blog. Jake believes that kids can pursue their dreams at a young age, and he hopes
to encourage other children to do so.
Jake Marcionette was just twelve years old when he wrote JUST JAKE. He’s now in eighth grade
and lives with his family in Florida. In addition to writing, Jake loves playing lacrosse, basketball and
annoying his big sister, Alexis. A second book in the JUST JAKE series is planned for February 2015.
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